
Private Trackers = Pirate Archives
Collaborative Preservation using BitTorrent



Public Tracker vs Private Tracker 

- Tracker keeps track of 
peers that are currently 
sharing a torrent

- 2 kinds
- Public: available to 

anyone
- Private: invite only 

community
- Private digital repositories





- Crowdsourcing and Curation

- Instant, Abundant, Ubiquitous = 
Democratization

- New Research = New Canon

- Supplements (Replaces?) Archival 
Research

Benefits of Private Trackers



Is uploading digital files for dissemination and 
storage an act of preservation?



Piracy as Preservation?

NFPF defines film preservation as “full continuum of activities 
necessary to protect the film and share the content with the 

public”



Digital Preservation Framework

1. Refresh 
2. migrate 
3. supporting materials 
4. context of creation/exhibition
5. sharing resources and best 
practices



Do Private Trackers facilitate these preservation 
frameworks? 



Private Trackers = Pirate Archives
Preservation Framework How it looks in a tracker community

Refresh Seeding/Leeching

Migration Uploading better rip, different formats

Supporting materials comments, photos, s/t, rip specs

Context of creation/exhibition ??

Sharing Resources/Best Practices Shared servers, bandwidth, user 
forums, FAQ’s



BitTorrent functions as a dual mechanism for 
preservation and access



Why BitTorrent should matter to Film Archives

- LOCKSS

- collaborative / crowdsourcing 

- scalable

- existing framework

- low cost

- on demand



Digital Rights Management?



Challenges?

- Stigmatization

- Copyright 

- Risk Aversion

- Potential instability

- No roadmap













Archiveteam GeoCities project
http://www.archiveteam.org/index.php?title=GeoCities

Internet Archive
archive.org

Academic Torrents
academictorrents.com

Locking the Web Open: A Call for a Distributed Web
http://brewster.kahle.org/2015/08/11/locking-the-web-open-a-call-for-a-distributed-
web-2/


