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Work in Progress or Unfinished piece ?

Reconstructing Expo 67 Films

Stéphanie Côté, Cinémathèque québécoise        AMIA, New Orleans, 2017 



Collections: 
310 000 reels and tapes 

36 000 posters 
805 000 photographs 

2 000 early film devices  
and equipment 
21 000 scripts 
67 000 books 

6 000 periodicals 
10 000 access VHS et DVD 

136 000 press kits

Par Peuc — Travail personnel, CC BY-SA 4.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=63436390

Founded in 1963

Member 
since 1966

By Source (WP:NFCC#4), Fair use, https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?curid=47978574





1963
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Aerial view of Expo 67  
construction site 
September 25th, 1963
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Prime Minister Lester B. Pearson, Quebec 
Premier Jean Lesage and Montreal Mayor 
Jean Drapeau at the official opening of 
construction work for Expo 67 
August  12th, 1963
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62 participating nations 

90 pavilions

50 millions 
visitors



© laro

© Stéphanie Côté

1967

2017

25 000 lost children 

13 000 lost adults

5 000 films 
shown
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3 500 reels  

Material came as a whole (all mixed up) and contains films from: 

• Expo 67 (1967) 
• Man and His World (1968-1984) 
• Preparation for the 1976 Olympic Games 
• City of Montreal's own AV archives 

1 000 pages of incomplete inventory 
250 pages of cross-references 

City of Montreal audiovisual material  
deposited at the Cinémathèque



55 pavilions  
using film 

free from the 
convention of the  

single screen 

ceilings    
floors   
walls   

mirrors   
rocks   

moving cubes 
spinning objects  

cruciforms   
globe   
loom 

Film at Expo 67  (by Don Bell) 
Expo 67 Official Publication  
(English version)





© McGill-Queen’s University Press, 2014 
ISBN 978-0-7735-4450-5 (cloth) / ISBN 978-0-7735-4451-2 (paper)



Event based 
unconventional presentations

Share 
experience

Reconstruction
Expo 67 logo 

"friendship around the world"



Man The Explorer Pavilion (on the left)
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Ideal Project

• Director alive (and well), with his son (also 

filmmaker) helping out 

• Lots of documentation 

• Very good source material 

• Excellent technical collaboration and support 

from the NFB 

• Way ahead of the 50th celebrations fever



Polar Life, dir. Graeme Ferguson (1967) - an 11-screen film  
presented in 35mm before a rotating audience (turntable style)

- Reconstructed and restored version for one projector (excerpt) - 



Other collaborations between the  
Cinémathèque and CINEMAexpo67

• Le Mouvement / Motion, dir. Vince Vaitikunas (1967), 
presented in 70mm at the Canadian National Pavilion

• La Terre, Patrie de l’Homme / Earth Is Man’s 
Home, dir. Ann and Nick Chaparos (1967), presented 
vertically in 70mm at the Man the Explorer Pavilion

• Conflit / Settlement and Conflict, dir. Michel Brault 
(1967), presented in 35mm on 2 screens in the second 
room of the revolving theater at the Canadian Pavilion

• L’Homme et la Couleur / Man in Color, dir. 
Morley Markson (1967), presented in 35mm on mirrors 
at the Kaleidoscope Pavilion



Earth Is Man’s Home 
dir. Ann and Nick Chaparos 

Vertical 70mm

Earth Is Man’s Home 
dir. Ann and Nick Chaparos 

(1967) 

Vertical 70mm 
(excerpt)



Man in Color, dir. Morley Markson (1967)  
presented in 35mm on mirrors at the Kaleidoscope Pavilion

- Digitization of a 35mm reel  no mirrors involved (excerpt) - 



Revolving Theatre / Ciné-Carrousel 
Canadian Pavilion / Pavillon du Canada
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Conflit, dir. Michel Brault (1967), a 2-screen film 
presented in 35mm before a rotating audience (donut style)

- Reconstructed version for one projector (excerpt) - Vertical screen on the left - 



Not Ideal Project

• Director passed away  

• Not much documentation 

• Used prints as source material 

• No outside technical support 

• Right into the 50th celebrations fever



Cinémathèque québécoise /  
Fonds Michel Brault

Undated  
published  
document

Michel Brault (left)  
with producers  
Bulge and  
Judith Crawley



Difficulties

• Multiple titles 

• Technical problems on the source 

• Screens size and position 

• Synchronisation 

• Duration 

And no first hand documentation to sort 

out tons of contradictory information



Multiple screens = Multiple titles

No title and no credits on the prints 

Pavillon du Canada, Canadian Pavilion, Canada Pavilion, 
Katimavik, Carrousel du Canada… 

Carrousel, Revolving Theatre, Ciné-Carrousel, Origins And 
History Of Canada 

Conflit, Conflict, Conflict and Settlement, Settlement and 
Conflict, Historique du Canada, Conflit et Établissement, 
Colonisation et Conflit, Conflit et Peuplement, Conflits et 
colonisation…



Technical problem with the source ?



Technical problem with the source ?



Vertical screen !



Cinémathèque québécoise 
Fonds Michel Brault

undated 
production 
document



McGill University/Donald Theall study papers 

Undated 
document



- Reconstructed version for one projector (excerpt)-   
Vertical screen on the right  - Horizontal screen higher

Conflit, dir. Michel Brault (1967), a 2-screen film 
presented in 35mm before a rotating audience (donut style)





Next steps

• See if the negatives stayed at the NFB after they 
produced Préambule.  

• Interview the editor : Werner Nold 

• Dig further in the City of Montreal paper archives 

• Work on restauration of image and sound to remove 
dust and dust artifacts (unless originals are found at 
NFB)



Further down the road

• There are still films to be found 

• How many ? 

• Which ones ?



• Create a shared database to track existing 
material and documentation


• Cinémathèque québécoise, Library and Archives 
Canada, National Film Board of Canada, film crews, 
researchers and witnesses of the era

Collaborative Project ?



Michel Brault in 1970  
© Bruno Massenet /  
Collection Cinémathèque québécoise





RECONSTRUCT

FILMS

Thank you!



Le Son des Français d’Amérique  
dir. Michel Brault and André Gladu, 1974-1980 

Le Son des Cajuns (1ère partie) : Fred’s Lounge (1976) 
(excerpt)


